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So he wishes "not a man from England," and paints in glowing
colours the honours that will be done to "the band of brothers"
in long ages should their fearful enterprise succeed, adding
" And gentlemen in England now a-bed
Shall think themselves accursed they were not here."
Salisbury enters and announces that the French are set in battle
and are about to charge, and upon Henry replying that all is
ready, Westmoreland shows how deeply the King's harangue had
affected him by his words:
" My liege, would you and I alone,
Without more help, might fight this battle out!"
an unwishing of five thousand men that pleased the King better
than the previous1 desire for ten thousand from England had
done.
Once again Montjoy appears asking if the King at this eleventh
hour will compound for his ransom, and at the same time giving
the Constable s advice that Henry's soldiers should be reminded
of the need for repentance in view of their imminent destruction.
Henry bitterly complains of this further mockery of " poor
fellows," and reminds the herald of the fable of the man who
sold the lion's skin while yet the beast was alive. Such, honour
will be paid, he went on to say, by heaven to those who fafl
with him that
" Dying like men, though buried in your dunghills,
They shall be famed; for there the sun shall greet them,
And draw their honours reeking up to heaven;
Leaving their earthly parts to choke your clime,
The smell whereof shall breed a plague in France."
And so Samson-like the dead that they kill in their deaths shall
be more than they kill in their lives. Then, speaking more
proudly, he avers that the English, hungry, gaunt, and be-
smirched, will not fly, but hope to better their present tattered
and forlorn condition at the expense of the French after they
have conquered them, therefore, says he,
" Come thou no more for ransom, gentle herald:
They shall have none, I swear, but these my joints;
Which if they have as I will leave 'em them,
Shall yield them little, tell the constable.
The herald departs, and York enters to beg that he may lead
the van, which being conceded all march away with the King's
prayer for God's disposal of the day ringing in their ears.